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DORCHESTER 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  ■!i!EM 

1969 


GEMERAL  STATISTICS 


1967 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  

128,608 

128,608 

128,608 

Registrar  G-eneral’ s Estimated  Mid-Year 
Ropulatxon  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18,010 

18 , 100 

18,210 

Number  of  Dwellings  

5,997 

6,365 

6 , 561 

Rateable  Value ... 

(As  atlst  April,  1970) 

£502,311 

£54.5, 7if9 

£578,189 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Ra,te  ... 

£2,080 

£2,240 

£2,320 

■'/ITAI.  STATISTICS  1969 

Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates  compared  \7ith  other  e.reas 


Birth  Rate 


Death  Rate 


Dorchester  Rural  District  . . . 
England  and  Wales  ...  . * . 

D or  set  •••  ••• 

Dorchester  Borough  ...  . . . 


17.0  (16.3) 

9.8  (10.5) 

16.3  (16.9) 

11.9  (11.9) 

16,8  (17.1) 

10.7  (11.0) 

14.4  (14.9) 

9.2  (12.1) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  I968. 


In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  rates,  area  comparability  factors 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  to  ’’correct*’  irregularities  in 
the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into 
account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential 
institutions. 


BIRTHS  AM)  IHFAMTIIE  DEATHS 


— 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  I 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

1 ,,  I 

Live  Births : 

: 121 

125 

12  4 

262 

Still  Births  . . ... 

1 

1 

i 2 

Deaths  under  1 year 

* 1 

4 

1 1 

7 

Deaths  under  4 v/eeks 

i - 3 

1 1 

5 1 

Deaths  under  1 week 



3 

1 1 

5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  registered  live  births.  There  were 
7 infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  and  262  births  in  the  area.  . 

The  National  Rate  was  18  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  Dorset  Rate  was  18  deaths.  Our. 
figure  is  to  a small  to  work  out  an  accurate  com.parative  rate  but  the 
approximate  figure  compares  fairly  well  with  the  County  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate. 


CONTROL  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

(a)  Diseases  against  which  routine  immunisation  is' offered: 

Diphtheria;  No  notifications  have  been  received  in  the  district  for 
21  years.  Cases  continue  to  occur  in  England  and  Wales  and  14  cases 
•were  notified  in  1969*  Immunisation  of  young  children  is  certainly 
responsible  for  the  present  happy  position.  - . . . 

. ^ t 

l^hooping^ Cough;  Nine  cases  were  notifed,  but  more  may  occur.  Infants 
immunised  may  get  a modified  attack  as  their  artificial  immunity  wanes. 
Diagnosis  is  then  difficult. 

Poliomyelitis ; No  cases  have  been  notified  for  eleven  years  in  this 
district  but  10  cases  occurred  in  England  and  Wales.  Again  the  freedom 


^ 


from  this  disease  locally  is  directly  due  to  the  use  of  oral  poliomyelitis 
vaccine. 

Tetanus : This  disease  is  now  notifiable  but  fortunately  it  occurs  rarely. 

No  notifications  v/ere  received  during  the  year.  Routine  immunisation 
of  children  is  offered  by  the  County  Health  Department  and  family 
doctors.  Without  previous  immunity,  Casualty  Departments  are  put  in  a 
delicate  position  in  deciding  upon  the  use  of  tetanus  antiserum.  If 
a wound  is  deep  or  dirty  it  is  folly  to  i/vithold  the  use  of  the  serum 
but  some  susceptible  individuals  react  badly  to  it,  particularly  so, 
if  it  has  to  be  given  on  a second  occasion.  As  the. disease  itself  is 
protracted  and  severe,  it  is  really  best  for  all  adults  eind  children  to 
receive  a course  of  immunity  to  insure  against  the  infection.  It  is 
even  more  necessary  to  accept  a course  of  immunity  if  tetanus  antisemam 
has  ever  had  to  be  given  on  a previous  occasion. 

Measles : Four  cases  ivere  notified.  In  196?  26C  cases  of  measles  were 

notified  and  in  I968  there  v/ere  eighteen.  Again  this  position  is  due 
to  the  availability  and  use  of  a mea.sles  vaccine.  Children  receiving 
the  vaccine  occasionally  produce  mild  symptoms  and  are  moderately  unwell. 
They  may  have  poor  appetites,  a croaky  voice  and  a dry  cough.  Occasionally 
there  is  a fleeting  measles  rash.  These  symptoms  seem.  a.  small  price  to 
pay  for  immunity  to  a very  lowering  disease. 

Two  vaccines  made  from  different  modified  measles  viruses  were 
originally  available,  but  during  the  year  one  v/as  withdra^vn  by  the 
niaker.  The  more  satisfactory  vaccine  then  becam.e  scarce  due  to  demand, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a sufficient  number  of  school  children  were 
by  the  end  of  the  year  immunised  so  that  dissemination  of  the  infection 
is  unlikely. 


ooooOoooo 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics  19^9 


Poliomyelitis 
Primary  Boost- 
Course  ing 

1 dose 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
Primary  Boost- 
Course  ing 

dose 

ifcss— eawTTT g .'tm'  kt.  -.m— vmri 

Tetanus 

Primary  Boost- 
'Course  ing 
dose 

Diphtheria 
Primary  Boost- 
Course  ing 
dose 

Measles 

1 130  420 

1 

105  125 

; 148  462 

120  343 

192  : 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  above  figures. 


During  I968  new  schedules  for  immune  procedures  were  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Hea,lth  and  Social  Security.  These  recommended  the 
postponement  of  all  routines  for  a few  months  so  that  response  to 
immunising  would  be  iraproved  and  boosting  at  eighteen  months  of  age^ 
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would  be  unnecessary.  The  above  figures  are  unsuitable  to  compare 
with  previous  years  because  of  this  delay. 

Smallpox;  No  cases  occurred.  Vaccination  is  still  offered  routinely 
against  the  disease  and  the  World  Health  Organisation  is  attempting 
to  eradicate  it  from  countries  which  still  harbour  the  virus  in 
the  general  population.  One  of  the  difficulties  in  keeping  free 
of  the  infection  nationally,  is  that  air  travel  can  transport  a 
patient  from  an  area  in  which  the  disease  is  endemic  to  this 
country,  well  mthin  the  incubation  period. 

(b)  Infections  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  not  offered: 

Pood  Poisonj^g;  Fifteen  cases  were  notified.  In  August  a patient 
was  admitted  to  Dorset  County  Hospital  with  a diagnosis  of  appendicitis. 
She  was  found  to  be  excreting  Salmonella  panama  in  the  faeces.  She 
Y/orked  among  the  kitchen  staff  of  a holiday  camp.  During  the  next 
few  days  seven  other  excreters  of  Salmonella  panama  were  found  among 
the  staff.  These  were  immediately  excluded  from  food  handling. 

During  investigations  three  other  Salmonella  types  ( Salmonella 
enteritidis  var.  jena,  Salmonella  livingstone  and  Salmonella 
eimsbuettel)  were  also  found  among  staff. 

One  guest  who  complained  of  S3miptoms  before  and  after  arriving 
from  Spain  had  Salmonella  isangi  isolated  from  his  stool.  Later 
in  September  Salmonella  typhi  murium.  ( Phage  t3^e  UI64)  caused  a 
staff  member  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. and  a few  days  after  this 
a symptomless  kitchen  worker  was  found  to  be  carrying  Salmonella 
typhimuium  type  la.  This  type  appeared  later  in  two  guests  with 
symptoms.  On  three  occasions  persons  viere  excreting  more  than  one 
organism. 

1969  ms  a year  with  a hot  summer,  and  thus  a time  when 
Salmonellae  flourish.  The  Dorchester  Pu.blic  Health  Laboratory 
helped  us  greatly  in  distinguishing  some  of  the  salmonellae  by 
bacteriological  techniques  but  there  was  a delay  over  typing  the 
organisms,  (almost  inevitable  in  such  a year),  viiich  was  done  at 
another  laboratory.  Consequently  although  we  Imew  we -.-were  dealing 
with  several  different  bacteria  we  v/ere  unaY/are  of  just  how  many 
until  afterwards . 

The  management  and  nurse  at  the  holiday  camp  were  most  anxious 
to  help  contain  the  infection  and  the  complex  nature  of  the  infective 
chains  necessitated  a daily  visit  for  six  weeks  or  so  by  your  public 
health  inspectors.  In  September  I remember  the  p:'ess  rang  asking 
whether  I would  care  to  comment  on  THE  outbreak.  Where  does  one  begin? 

Ty/o  important  points  emerged.  The  first  was  that  in.  spitu  cf  a 
high  incidence  of  Salmonella  panama  infection  in  kitchen  staff  there 
ms  lack  of  evidence  of  spread  from  food  handlers  to  guests.  I have 
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no  doubt  that  satisfactory  kitchen  equipment,  and  the  ceaseless  vigilifthce 
of  your  public  health  inspectors  helped  here.  The  second  point  is  the 
increased  risk  of  infection  being  disseminated  by  large  summer  population 
changes.  The  modern  holiday  maker  comes  from  being  abroad  to  spend 
a week  in  Dorset  and  Y/hen  one  attempts  to  trace  him  at  his  home 
address  the  following  week,  he  is  found  to  be  on  holiday  elsewhere. 

As  a sequel  to  human  investigations  samples  of  meat  and  fish 
supplied  to  the  Idtchens  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  One 
batch  of  sausages  grew  Salmonella  panama  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  at 
the  factory.  Later  a hum.an  carrier  was  found  in  the  sausage  making 
department  but  I have  the  feeling  that  this  person  may  only  be  incidental 
to  the  whole  picture.  Salmonella  panama  is  found  in  outbreaks  of 
Salmonella  infection  among  pigs  and  the  chance  that  a manufacturer  may 
innocently  use  an  infected  carcase  for  processing  is  possible. 

ScaLi£s:  This  disease  is  not  notifiable  nationally  but  the  Council 
decided  to  miake  it  notifiable  under  poY/ers  contained  in  Section  147  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  It  is  also  made  notifiable  in  Dorchester 
and  Weymouth  Boroughs.  During  the  year  twenty-two  cases  were  notified, 
but  I am  not  sure  that  this  number  occurred.  Usually  treatment  has 
already  been  instituted  by  the  time  I see  the  patient  so  that  the 
condition  is  already  improved.  Also  the  rash  is  an  allergic  reaction  to 
the  presence  of  the  itcimite,  so  that  it  shares  many  features  in  common 
with  other  allergic  rashes,  making  diagnosis  difficult.  In  any  event  this 
is  a great  improvement  upon  the  seventy-one  cases  notified  in  19 68. 

June  1968  this  disease  ?/as  made  notifiable  and  a 
few  sporadic  cases  occurred  in  the  district  from  then  until  February  I969 

when  an  epidemic  occurred  in  a residential  school.  Seven  cases  were 
notified. 

This  is  a difficult  disease  to  control  as  the  Inboratory  cannot  grow 
the  virus.  It  is  thus  impossible  to  say  when  a patient  is  infected,  or 
more  important,  Y/hen  he  is  free  of  infection.  In  closed  communities  the 
opportunity  for  cross  infection  is  greater  and  I was  pessimistic  that  the 
remainder  of  the  school  and  the  staff  were  exposed  to  infection. 

.lith  the  co-operation  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  and 
the  general  practitioner  who  visits  the  boys,  the  remaining  pupils  and 
staff  v/ere  given  human  immune  globulin  v/hich  will  protect  for  a short 
time  against  inj.ection.  Two  more  cases  of  Jaundice  occurred  after  this, 

^ boys  already  incubating  the  infection,  but  no  others  fell  victim  to 
he  disease.  This  was  one  of  the  first  occasions  when  early  information 
about  this  newly  notifiable  disease  has  enabled  me  to  take  avoiding  action. 

Dysent^:  Five  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two 
occurred  in  persons  associated  with  a children’s  home  in  another  district, 
and  three  more  occurred  in  one  family,  the  source  of  the  infection  being 
urJcnown.  Both  events  required  investigating,  A food  handler  was  suspended 
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from  y;orking  until  free  of  infection.  A child  was  admitted  for  treatment 
to  West  haven  Hospital,  and  tv/o  other  children  were  kept  from  school 
until  non  infectious. 

In  addition  to  diseases  referred  to  previously,  two  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  two  cases  of  Tuberculosis- were  also  notified. 

ObtaininjC^  Information  about  Infectious  Disease 

A member  of  Beaminster  R.D.C.  asked  me  recently  how  I obtained 
information  about  infectious  disease.  I had  not  previously  considered 
that  members  may  not  Imow  the  answer  to  this  and  at  the  time  gave  a 
short  ’^off  the  cuff^’  reply  which  it  may  be  informative  to  enlarge 
upon . 


Family  doctors  and  hospital  staff  have  a statutory  duty  to  notify 
certe^in  diseases  and  this  they  usually  do  with  great  alacrity  if  they 
feel  "preventive  measures"  ca,n  be  taken  by  the  department.  Preventive 
measures- may  range  from  the  exclusion  from  work  of  infected  persons,  to 
vaccination  in  the  face  of  infection  (Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  to 
some  extent  Measles  and  G-erman  Measles)  , to  tracing  the  source  of 
infection,  or  to  giving  human  immune  serum.  Many  other  courses  of  action 
are  available  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Information  also  comes  from  other  Local  Authorities,  Port  or  Airport^' 
Health  Authorities  usually  concerning  persons  who  have  moved  into  the 
district,  or  concerning  locally  produced  food  thought  to  be  infected..  The 
County  Veterinary  Officer  writes  or  telephones  about  animals  infected 
with  disease  coinmunicable  to  man  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  lets  me 
knovr  the  results  of  any  investigations  which  may  have  a bearing  on 
community  health.  The  Police  have  a statutory  duty  to  notify  me  of  any 
animal  suspected  of  being  infected  v/ith  Anthrax.  Schools  and  other  closed 
communities  experiencing  an  epidemic  get  in  touch  fairly  quickly,  usually 
for  advice  on  dealing  with  their  oim  domestic  problems,  v/hether  the 
disease  is  notifiable  or  not.  Thus  their  troubles  may  range  from  fleas 
to  flu  or  for  advice  upon  how  soon  children  should  return  after  suffering 
G-erman  Measles  when  female  staff  are  of  child  bearing  age. 

I understand  that  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service 
doctors  feel  that  the  public  v^ill  not  tolerate  levels  of  pain  and  ill 
health  as  formerly.  This  is  also  true  of  potential  sources  of  infection 
which  can  be  detected  by  eye,  but  not  unfortunately  regarding  food  hygiene 
which  rccfuir-es  more  insight.  Thus  members  of  the  public  will  pass 
information  to  me  about  disease  and  situations  likely  to  cause  disease, 
also  managers  of  shops  will  ask  advice  about  the  health  of  staff. 
Information,  investigation  and  decisions  on  infectious  disease  matters  are 
taking  place  daily. 

* A favourite  airport  notice  gives  details  of  travellers  who  have  been 
to  areas  where  Smallpox  occurs,  and  who  have  returned  to  your  district 
T/ithin  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease. 
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RIBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 


The  Dorchester  Public  Health  Laboratory  under  the  directorship 
of  Dr.  H.  Tee  gives  us  excellent  service*  I969  was  certainly  a 
year  when  we  used  their  facilities  to  the  f^ull. 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


Our  waiting  list  for  elderly  persons^  •accommodation  on  3ist  December 
1969  comprised  I84  applicants  of  which  53  lived  outside  the  rural  district. 
For  1968  the  figures  were  II6  and  k-0  respectively.  During  the  year  groups 
of  dwellings  mth  a Warden  were  opened  at  Sydling  St.  Nicholas  and  Portesham 
bringing  the  total  number  of  dv/ellings  in  the  district  for  which  Warden 
Service  could  be  available  to  154*  Ibe  Council  now  employs  14  part-time 
Wardens  and  one  full-time  Warden  with  a deputy  at  Ghickerell.  The  progress 
in  rehousing  the  elderly  in  this  district  is  outstanding  and  greatly  eases 
demand  on  the  County  Council *s  Part  III  old  persons’  homes. 

In  1971  we  may  expect  different  administration  at  County  Council 
level  for  the  care  of  the  elderly  due  to  the  formation  of  a Social 
Service  department.  This  department  may  well  commence  on  April  Ist^ 
and  will  take  over  among  other  things  the  present  services  provided  by 
the  Children’s  Departments,  the  Welfare  Services  provided  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  1948,  also  the  mental  health  services  at  present 
administered  by  the  County  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 


Sometimes  I am  called  upon  to  visit  elderly  persons  who  are  living 
in  difficult  circumstances  and  possibly  suffering  from  some  medical 
degenerative  condition.  Occasionally  they  refuse  to  go  to  hospital 
when  a bed  is  available  despite  the  fact  that  conditions  at  home  are 
in  an  insanitary  state.  It  is  then  possible  to  apply  for  a Magistrate’s 
Order  for  their  removal,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  it  y/as  not  necessar37' 
to  use  these  powers  during  the  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Code 

B4. 

B18 
B19(  3) 
B19(  4) 

B19(  6) 
B19(  7) 
B19(  8) 
B19(9) 

B19(  10) 

B19(  11) 

B20 

B22 

Bi(.6(  1) 

B23 

B46(2) 

B4.6(  3) 

B46(  4) 

B26 

B27 

B28 

B29 

B30 

B46(  5) 

B31 

B32 

B35(  1) 

B46(  6) 

B34 

B35 

B36 

Bii-6(  7) 

B39 

B46(  9) 

B46(  10) 

B^^2 

Bii.3 

Bifif 

B45 

BE47 

EBA8 

BE49 


Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ••• 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Brea.st  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

Malignant  Neoplasm, 'Prostate 

Leulcaemia  ...  ; ... 


• • • 


Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  . . . 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Avitaminoses,  Etc. 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 
Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

Mental  Disorders 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

H^rpertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  system 
Peptic  Ulcer 
Appendicitis 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  system 

H3rperplasia  of  prostate  

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 
Diseases  of  Muculo-Skeletal  System 
Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ...  ... 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 
Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
SjyTnptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 


• • t 


• # • 


Total  all  Causes 


Male 


5 

k 

8 


3 

6 


1 


k 

1 

1 

3 

36 

k 

21 

2 

1 

12 

7 


1 

2 

2 

1 


Female 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

10 

1 

1 

3 

1 

h 

1 

2 

7 

28 

A 

28 

K 

3 

19 

1 

K 

1 


1 

2 

2 

1 

4 
1 
1 

5 
1 


134  157 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


A list  of  the  numbers  dying  from  coimnon  diseases  is  meaningless 
unless  coiiipa.red  with  national  figures.  The  lavtest  available  are  those 
for  1968  7;hich,  although  referring  to  deaths  in  a previous  year, 
demonstrate  that  the  trends  of  causes  of  death  in  the  Rural  District 
are  broadly  similar  to  those  in  England  and  Wales ^ 


England 

and  Wales 

Dorchester  R.D 

Male 

Female 

Hale 

Female 

Ischa,emic  Heart  Disea.so 

59A57 

36,920 

36 

28 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

30,202 

46,052 

21 

26 

Cancer  of  Lung  ■ . 

23,903 

4,933 

8 

3 

Bronchitis 

23,299 

8,011 

7 

1 

Pneumonia. 

17, 9U 

22,707 

12 

19 

Cancer  of  Breast 

• 

76 

10,20A 

— 

c; 

• « 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

7,242 

5,507 

5 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4,228 

2,022 

2 

1 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

- 

3,971 

— 

3 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

3,472 

5,110 

5 

7 

4 

Suicide 

• « 

2,695 

1,889, 

0 

w 

1 
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Certain  of  the  statistical  and  other  information  in  this  report  is 
required  by  various  Ministries  and  is  prepared  in  the  form  specified 

by  them. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  supplies 

On  the  1st  April,  1969  the  Council *s  water  undertakings  were 
officially  transferred  to  the  Dorset  Water  Board.  This  did  not  in 
any  way  affect  the  Coimcil’s  duties  under  Section  111  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936  concerning  the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  the 
water  supplies  within  their  district  and  accordingly  surveillance 
has  been  maintained  on  public  as  well  as  private  supplies.  Prior 
to  the  transfer  the  Water  Board  was  furnished  with  details  of  the 
water  supply  position  in  the  Coimcil*s  area  indicating  where  main 
supplies,  or  improvements  to  existing  mains  supplies,  were  most 
urgently  needed. 

Quantity  Supplies  from  public  mains  have  continued  to  be  sufficient 
throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  a temporary  shortage  in 
the  West  Fleet  area  in  July  due  to  pump  breakdown,  which  was  speedily 
remedied  by  the  Water  Board.  However,  care  needs  to  be  exercised  in 
water  usage  during  the  summer  months  from  the  ring  main  suppl3/ing 
West  Stafford,  Warmwell,  Poxwell,  Owermoigne,  Watercombe,  Woodsford, 
Osmington  and  Osmington  Mills  and  in  the  small  hamlet  of  Coryates, 
which  is  supplied  from  a branch  off  the  Portesham  main. 

Quality  A total  of  135  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  In  order  to  conform  to  the  criteria 
recommended  in  the  Foiu*th  Edition  (l969)  of  Reports  on  Public  Health 
and  Medical  Subjects  No. 71  on  ’’The  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Water  Supplies”  laboratory  reports  are  no  longer  marked  by  any  of 
the  identifications  previously  used,  i.e.  ’’satisfactory”,  ’’suspect” 
or  ’’unsatisfactoiy”.  A standard  was  recommended  in  the  Report  for 
assessing  the  quality  of  piped  waters,  and  six  samples  only  failed 
to  meet  this  standard.  Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Water 
Board  and  in  each  case  subsequent  sampling  gave  satisfactory 
results.  All  of  the  public  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  see  that  the  general  hi^  standard  of  bacterial 
quality  has  been  maintained. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from  public 
supplies  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  dwellings,  population  and  properties  in  Parish 
order  supplied  from  the  public  mains  are  shown  on  the  following 
table. 


No>of  Dwellingis  Properties 


. , Estimated  Population 

(incl.  Moveable 

Supplied 

(1961  Census; 

Dwellin,^ 

“'Fi^m'  Public 
Mains 

ABBOTSBURY 

470 

187 

159 

ALTON  PANCRAS 

122 

44 

37 

ATHELHAMPTON 

48 

14 

13 

BINCOMBE 

100 

38 

38 

BRADFORD  PEVERELL 

301 

117 

84 

BROADMYNE 

598 

329 

324 

BUCKLAl®  NEWTON 

470 

189  . 

155 

BURLESTON 

59 

9 

9 

CATTISTOCK 

504 

164 

123 

CERNE  ABBAS 

513 

202 

188 

CHARMNSTER 

2,134 

530 

496 

CHESELBODRNE 

206 

89 

16 

CHICKERELL 

2,299 

1,066 

1,066 

CHILFROME 

60 

18 

7 

DE^^LISH 

220 

85 

65 

FLEET 

100 

32 

32 

FHAMPTOH 

367 

135 

100 

FROME  ST.  QUINTIN 

129 

49 

37 

PROI®;  VAUCHURCH 

143 

61 

61 

GODMANSTONE 

121 

49 

49 

LANGTON  HERRING 

149 

56 

55 

LONG  BREDY 

208 

72 

26 

mDEiN  NEWTON 

680 

, 260 

239 

MELCOMBE  HORSEY 

174 

53 

45 

MINTERNE  MAGNA 

217  ■ 

74 

25 

ESTHER  CERNE 

33 

14 

14 

OSMNGTON 

539 

197 

170 

OWERMOIGNB 

599 

335 

311 

PIDDLEHINTON 

616 

93 

86 

PIDDLETRENTHIDE 

540 

198 

161 

PORTESHAM 

412 

194 

167 

POr/ffiLL 

54 

18 

16 

PIIDBLETOWN 

795 

376 

334 

STIl^FORD 

329 

106 

86 

STRATTON 

273 

113 

104 

SIDLING  ST.  i^ICHOLAS 

338 

126 

123 

TINCLETON 

176 

44 

37 

TOLLER  PORCORUM 

225 

87 

. 48 

TOLPUDDLE 

203 

105 

90 

V/iiRMlVELL 

210 

78 

72 

WATERCOMBE 

23 

9 

9 

WEST  KNIGHTON 

423 

138 

138 

WEST  STAFFORD 

157 

81 

78 

WHITCOMBE 

50 

12 

11 

WINTERBOURI'^E  ABBAS 

145 

56 

47 

WIITTERBORNE  CAME 

67 

22 

21 

WI^ITERBORl'^  HERRINGSTON 

34 

11 

10 

¥INTERBORl\^  MONKTON 

128 

30 

10 

WINTERBORNE  ST.  M/iRTIN 

510 

187 

158 

WINTSRBORNE  STESPLETON 

171 

63 

40 

WOODSFORD 

181 

81 

81 

Figures  are  not  yet  available  for  those  properties  which  are  supplied 
by  means  of  standpipes. 

During  the  year  thirteen  houses  in  three  separate  villages,  eadi 
having  a water  supply  of  poor  bacterial  quality,  were  connected  to  a 
main  supply  after  informal  action  by  the  department, 

Plumbo  Solvency;  Investigations  carried  out  in  1967  showed  that  all  of 
the  main  supplies  iised  within  the  Council’s  area  are  mildly  plumbo 
solvent  but  that  water  drawn  from  those  premises  with  lead  surface 
pipes  is  unlikely  to  be  a health  hazard. 

Fluoride  Content;  It,  has  been  established  that  fluoride  does  not  exist 
in  the  ground  waters  used  in  the  Council’s  district. 

Private  Sunnlies 

Tliese  are  very  numerous  and  vary  from  those  supplyir^  villages 
and  large  communities  to  wells  and  springs  supplying^ individual  houses. 
Four  private  undertakings  supplying  parts  of  the  parishes  o ^ ar  ins  own, 
Portesham,  Winterbome  Came  and  Winterbome  Herringston  obtain  tbeir 
supplies  from  the  Dorset  Vfater  Board. 

Qiiant-itv  A periodic  temporary  shortage  has  occurred  on  the  private 
supply  serving  the  Winterbome  Came  area.  Reasons  for  this  tend  to 
be  complicated  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  resolved  following 
the  discussions  now  taking  place  between  the  supply  owner  and  e 
Water  Board* 


Quality  The  major  private  supplies  in  the  area  have  all  been  shown, 
by  sampling,  to  have  maintained  their  good  standard. 

Attention  has  accordingly  been  directed  to  the  small  private 
supplies  and  as  a result  of  advice  and  informal  action  the  use  of  four 
unsatisfactory  supplies  has  been  discontinued  and  the  eight  ho^es 
using  these  have  been  connected  to  the  main  supplies.  Four  polluted 
Tallies  hL  been  made  satisfactory,  a hitherto  unused  spring  supply 
has  been  investigated  and  found  suitable  for  domestic  purposes  and 
investigations  of  two  unsatisfactory  supplies,  each  serving  several 
dwellings,  are  being  carried  out. 

A total  of  177  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteri^ 
logxil  damnation  fri  79  .upplio=  and  of  ® 

satisfy  the  recommended  standard.  The  causes  of  p 
unsatisfactory  supplies  have,  in  all  cases,  been  inves  iga  ^ 
where  connecSons  to  main  supplies  have  not  been  carried  out  ad^oe 
has  been  ^ven  to  secure  improvement  and  in  15  cases  Informal  Notice 
were  served,  13  of  which  were  complied  with,  and  work  in  respect  of 
the  other  two  is  in  hand* 

A total  of  334  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in  respect  of 
water  supplies  during  the  year* 


A sample  for  chemical  analysis  was  taken  from  the  spring  supply  to  the 
village  and  environment  of  Littlebredy,  and  the  result  is  reproduced  below^ 
with  the  analyst *s  comments; 

Appearance ; Clear  and  colourless 


Reaction: 


pH  7.5 


Parts  per  Million 


Ammonia  (as  N) 

Free 

Albuminoid 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrite 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 
Total  Solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Appearance  on  ignition 


less  than  .01 
less  than  .01 
24 

40 

0.11 

trace,  less  than  ;01 
2.0 
322 
40 

No  charring 


Hardness : Temporary 

Permanent 

Total 


200 

22 

222 


Lead  and  Copper 

Calcium  Ca 
Magnesium  Mg 


Less  than  0.1 

85 

2 


’’The  figures  show  that  the  water  is  of  the  highest  degree  of  organic 
purity  and  free  from  poisonous  metals.  It  would  be  described  as  ’moderately 
hard’.” 


’’Provided  that  good  bacteriological  results  are  obtained,  this  affords  an 
excellent  supply.” 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Early  in  the  year  this  department  completed  the  survey,  to  which  I have 
referred  in  previous  reports,  of  drainage  conditions  in  unsewered  areas  of  the 
District,  in  order  to  assist  in  forming  a future  programme  for  the  provision  of 
main  drainage  schemes.  Bearing  this  in  mind  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Engineer 
prepared  a six  year  sewerage  programme  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 

The  main  drainage  scheme  for  Bradford  Peverell  and  Stratton  was  completed 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  a scheme  for  Osmington  Village  was  submitted  to 
the  Minister.  The  Ceme  Abbas  works  extension  scheme,  prepared  by  the  Surveyor 
and  Engineer’s  Department  was  completed  by  the  end  of  March.  A scheme  for  the 
^onsewered  areas  of  Crossways  has  also  been  undertaken  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor’s  Department  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 
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The  construction  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  to  serve  a private 
school  in  Stinsford,  and  required  under  formal  action  by  ihe  Council, 
x^as  completed  during  the  year,  and  following  a few  teething  troubles 
and  the  settling  down  period  is  now  producing  an  acceptable  effluent. 

Its  provision  has  abated  a serious  nuisance. 

A close  watch  was  kept  on  the  sewage  disposal  works  of  a large 
caravan  site  as  a result  of  which  it  was  evident  that  the  plant  is 
becoming  overloaded  and  accordingly  further  extensions  and  modific- 
ations have  been  requested  for  the  1970  season. 

Informal  notices  were  necessary  in  connection  with  five  premises 
where  drainage  was  defective  or  causing  a nuisance  and  all  were  complied 
with  without  further  action  being  necessary. 

Thirty-four  complaints  concerning  matters  arising  from  drainage 
have  been  received  and  investigated.  Five  informal  notices  have  been 
served  and  all  have  been  complied  with. 

Only  one  complaint  concerning  silage  discharge  has  been  received 
this  year,  which  must  reflect  the  work  done  by  the  Department  and  by 
the  Avon  and  Dorset  River  Authority  in  previous"  years,  and  also  the 
growing  awareness  of  farmers  to  the  very  offensive  and  toxic  nature  of 
silage  effluent. 

540  visits  and  inspections  v/ere  made  in  respect  of  drainage  and 
sexverage  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CONWIMCES 

The  two  public- conveniences  on  the  A.35f  to  which  I referred  in 
my  report  last  year,  were  opened  in  June,  there  being  one  each  side  of 
the  road,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Mnistry  of 
Transport,  about  two  miles' east  of  Dorchester.  The  one  on  the  north- 
side  of  the  road  is  a prefabricated  mobile  unit  connected  to  a water- 
borne drainage  system.  This  type  of  structure  was  decided  upon  in  view 
of  the  effect  of  road  widening  proposals  on  the  site  it  occupies.  This 
brings  the  total  of  public  conveniences  operated  by  the  Council  to  six, 
the  others  being  at  Cerne  Abbas,  Abbotsbury,  Osmington  Mills  and  Ringotead. 
No  figures  are  available  to  estimate  accurately  the  number  of  persons 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  these  trunk,  road  conveniences  but  there 
is  no  question  that  they  have  been  subjected  to  very  heavy  use.  Much 
favourable  comment  has  been  received  from  members  of  the  travelling 
public  on  their  provision  and  it  is  sad  that  a veiy  small  proportion  of 
users  have  seen  fit  to  deface  walls  and  steal  and  damage  fittings.  No 
doubt  every  Authority  operating  public  conveniences  encounters  this 
problem  and  it  is  some  consolation  to  know  that  in  these  conveniences 
the  construction  is  such  that  the  plumbing  at  least  is  virtually  vandal- 
proof.  Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  conveniences  in  efficient 
working  order  so  that  the  appreciative  majority  shall  not  be  inconven- 
ienced by  the  anti— social  behaviour  of  what  must  be  a small  pioportion 
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of  the  travelling  public.  Some  vandalism  has  also  occurred  at  Osmington  Mills, 
but  I ami  pleased  to  report  that  elsevihere  damage  has  been  minimal. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  toxvards  the  provision  of  a public 
convenience  on  the  beach  at  Abbotsbury  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  x^rill  be 
completed  in  time  for  use  by  the  visitors  next  summer.  This  x^^ill  complete 
the  programme  for  the  provision  of  conveniences  and  in  this  respect  the 
Council  can  then  justifiably  rest  on  its  laurels. 


PEST  CONTROL 


Rodent  Control 

The  X'7ork  of  the  Council's  tx'io  Rodent  Operatives,  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  has  included  the  investigation  of  444  complaints, 
routine  survey  of  the  district  throu^out  the  year,  treatments  entailed  by 
74  contracts,  9 paid  single  courses  of  treatment  and  the  annual  treatment  of 
the  Council *s  sewers.  It  is  the  Council’s  policy  that  service  under  the  Act 
should  be  free  of  charge  when  carried  out  on  domestic  premises  and  chargeable 
on  business  premises  and  farms.  Two  informal  notices  have  been  served,  both  of 
which  have  been  complied  x-dth. 

4/^  Alpha-Chloralose  is  still  being  used  to  great  effect  in  the  treatment 
of  mice,  especially  in  difficult  circumstances  and  this  has  been  augmented  by 
the  introduction  of  20^  D.D.T.  tracking  dust  for  stubborn  infestations.  In 
addition  an  alternative  bait  has  been  successfully  used  for  rat  infestations 
in  the  form  of  liquid  Warfarin  which  can  be  made  up  into  a damp  bait  and  which 
is  sometimes  found  preferable  to  the  normal  oatmeal  based  bait. 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives  is  suunmarised  belox\r. 


Type  of  Property 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 


Non- 

iiffricultural  Agricultural 


1 . Number  of  properties  in  district: 

2.  A:  Total  No.  of  properties  (incl. 
nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification 

B:  Nmber  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  A:  Total  No.  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

B:  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


7,866 

500 

420 

24 

371 

23 

70 

3 

635 

87 

256 

247 

.23 

38 

A total  of  56  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  under  this  heading 
by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year. 
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Rodent  Control  Contracts 


The  number  of  contracts  continues  to  rise  and  this  year  has 
increased  from  51  to  74?  for  which  again  the  Rodent  Operatives  must 
take  some  of  the  credit  by  virtue  of  the  good  name  they  have  built  up 
for  the  Council  service  and  the  enthusiasm  and  competence  they  display. 
The  income  from  these  contracts  for  the  year  is  approximately  £965. 

Sina:le  Courses  of  Treatment 

Nine  coujrses  of  treatment  were  carried  out  during  the  year  on  a 
cost  plus  basis  on  farms  and  business  premises. 

Sewers 

Eacn  year  all  public  sewers  in  the  District  are  test  baited  for 
rat  .-infestation.  -Ihis  year  a small  infestation  was  found  and  treated 
at  Portesham.  This  was  due  to  building  contractors  leaving  open 
laterals  during  their  constructional  work.  Naturally,  as  the  Council’s 
sewerage  programme  progresses,  the  time  spent  on  sewer  treatments  miost 
increase.  It  was  found  necessary  to  devote  three  weeks  to  this  work 
this  year  instead  of  the  two  weeks  in  recent  years. 

Other  Pests 

Treatments  have  been  carried  out  on  domestic  premises  and  at  a 
school,  for  flies,  cockroaches,  fleas,  wasps  and  other  pests.  The 
many  complaints  concerning  wasps  were  undoubtedly  due  to  the  hot  dry 
summer  and  were  dealt  with  only  where  nests  were  in  such  a position 
as  to  present  a haaard  to  children.  In  other  cases  aNvice  was  given. 

A water-based  liquid  insecticide,  Chlordane,  is  noxir  being  used  and 
is  proving  very  effective  against  all  crawling  insects  on  account  of 
its  controversial  quality  of  possessing  a long  acting  residual  effect. 

The  operatives  have  been  provided  with  face  masks  for  use  when 
spraying  liquid  materials  or  mixing  poison  baits. 

During  the  year  a large  business  premises  was  cleared  of  cock- 
roaches, at  the  Company's  expense,  and  the  poultry  litter  houses  at  a 
fam  were  disinfested  of  chicken  fleas  on  the  same  basis. 

REFCSE  COLLECTION  Aid)  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  refuse  collection  service  started  Irj^t  yean?  is  now  well 
established  and  has  continued  smoothly  during  the  year  with  no  greater 
disruptions  than  those  occasioned  by  the  inevitable  periodic  vehicle 
breakdowns  or  staff  shortage. 

The  nimiber  of  bins  for  collection  has  continued  to  increase  with 
the  corresponding  increase  in  rateable  properties,  and  also  because 
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of  the  ever  growing  bulk  of  domestic  refuse. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council’s  workmen  perform  their  unpleasant 
duties  in  a hard  xirorking  and  conscientious  manner  and  I would  like  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  this. 

Twenty-two  infoimal  and  one  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
in  respect  of  the  provision  of  dustbins  and  the  removal  of  accumulations  of 
refuse o All  have  been  complied  with. 

Route  Extensions 

The  collection  route  is  being  continually  extended  as  new  development 
becomes  occupied  or  means  of  access  to  the  more  isolated  dwellings  are  improved, 
and  during  the  year  twelve  extensions  involving  approximately  ninety  dwellings 
and  one  business  premises  have  been  authorised  by  the  Council, 

Back  Door  Collections 

The  Council  operates  this  service  whenever  requested  in  the  case  of 
persons  \iho  are  infiim  or  over  the  age  of  65 > providing  there  is  no  able-bodied 
person  under  retirement  age  living  in  the  same  house.  Supporting  evidence  in 
the  case  of  infirmity  in  persons  under  65  is  required  in  the  form  of  a medical 
certificate e During  the  year  the  service  has  been  extended  to  a further  36 
premises,  making  a total  of  330  premises  now  receiving  this  service. 

Litter 

Every  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  keep  the  district  tidy  and 
many  special  cleansing  operations  have  been  carried  out  to  remove  deposits  of 
refuse  and  litter  from  roadside  ditches,  verges,  beauty  spots  and  other  un- 
authorised dumping  grounds,  and  a large  and  untidy  roadside  tip  at  Tincleton 
was  levelled  and  covered  by  the  omer  after  requests  by  this  department. 
Attempts  are  continually  being, made  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  scatter  of 
refuse  and  litter  by  gypsies  and  other  itinerants,  and  success  in  this 
direction  can  be  demonstrated  by  dustbins  having  recently  been  provided  by  one 
or  two  gypsy  faniliesi  The  size  of  this  problem  can  be  measured  by  an  estimated 
three  tons  of  rubbish  which  was  removed  one  day  from  an  apparently  ownerless 
site  at  Ridgeway  Hill  which  is  frequented  by  itinerants. 

Collection  is  made  from  Dorset  County  Council’s  litter  bins  on  classified 
roads  for  which  a diarge  is  made,  and  this  Council  provides  and  maintains  its 
own  litter  bins  on  unclassified  roads  and  other  places  used  frequently  by  the 
public  and  in  villages,  in  consultation  with  the  Parish  Councils  concerned. 

The  concrete  litter  bins  used  for  the  first  time  last  year  in  an  endeavour  to 
combat  vandalism  have  been  well  received  and  largely  successful,  for  although 
one  or  two  of  these  have  also  been  ’’given  the  treatment”  their  robust  constr- 
uction has  stood  the  test  very  well.  Eight  additional  litter  baskets  have  been 
erected  by  the  department  during  the  year  and  the  emptying  of  five  additional 
Dorset  County  Council  litter  bins  has  also  been  undertaken.  In  all  52  Dorset 
County  Council  bins  are  now  cleared  weekly  at  an  agreed  charge. 
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Half  way  through  the  year  it  became  apparent  that  the  tracked 
loader  used  for  tip  maintenance  had  reached  the  condition  ^diere  the 
altematives  of  replacement  or  expensive  repair  had  to  be  considered. 
Replacement  i-jas  decided  upon  and  a Bristol  Taurus  Mark  II  Loader  xi^ith 
four- in-one  bucket  was  purchased.  To  date  this  has  proved  very 
satisfactory  and  the  four- in-one  bucket  a useful  and  versatile  tool. 

The  tip  at  Cattistock  has  now  an  estimated  life  of  about  nine 
months  and  I have  had  no  success  in  finding  a replacement.  Unless 
this  can  be  done  longer  hauls  from  certain  routes  to  Warmwell  Tip 
will  be  inevitable  with  a resultant  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
service.  The  small  tip  at  Bhompston  Farm,  Stinsford,  has  continued 
to  be  used  throughout  the  year  to  supplement  the  major  disposal 
arrangements  at  V/armwell  Tip.  Disposal  is  achieved  by  controlled 
tipping  and  the  Bristol  Loader  referred  to  above  is  used  to  keep  the 
tips  in  good  order.  Refuse  from  a part  of  the  southern  area  of  the 
district  is  more  economically  disposed  of  at  the  Weymouth  Corporation 
Tip,  by  arrang-ement,  at  10s.  Od.  per  load. 

A total  of  424  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  refuse  storage,  collection  and  disposal. 

CIVIC  AFIENITIES  ACT  1967 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  under  Part  3 of  this  Act  to  the 
benefit  of  the  visual  amenity  of  the  area.  During  the  year,  as  a 
result  of  the  Department *s  activities,  a total  of  28  derelict  cars, 
t^^ro  caravans  and  one  trailer  have  been  removed  and  disposed  of  and  in 
two  cases  only  \ms  expense  incurred  by  the  Council.  Removal  and 
disposal  of  vehicles  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  is  done  by 
a private  contractor  and  the  cost,  whenever  possible,  is  recovered 
from  the  owner  if  known. 

The  Council  tips  at  Warmwell  and  Cattistock  are  left  open  at  all 
times  to  permit  ratepayers  to  dispose  of  larger  items  of  refuse  at  their 
convenience.  Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  these  facilities  and  the 
amount  of  refuse  taken  to  the  tips,  particularly  at  weekends,  is 
surprisingly  great.  In  spite  of  this  much  refuse,  particularly  the 
larger  items,  continues  to  be  deposited  in  the  ditches  and  hedgerows 
of  the  countiyside.  One  wonders  how  much  of  this  originates  in  places 
outside  the  area  of  this  Council *s  district.  Certainly  the  throw  away 
society  in  which  we  now  live  presents  ever  increasing  problems  to 
local  authority  cleansing  services.  Inteirpretation  of  the  term  '’throw 
away"  is  too  literal  in  many  qmrters,  and  I firmly  believe  that  the 
answer  to  this  is  a long  term  one  and  lies  with  the  teaching  staff  of 
the  country’s  primary  and  secondary  schools. 

The  public  are  warned  of  the  heavy  penalties  which  the  Act 
provides  for  the  unauthorised  dumping  of  unwanted  motor  vehicles  or 
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any  other  refuse,  and  are  requested  to  refer  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  any  assistance  or  advice  they  may  need  in  the  disposal  of  such  articles. 


100  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  xfith  duties 
under  this  Act  by  your  public  health  inspectors  during  the  year,  and  27  notices 
have  been  served,  all  of  which  have  been  complied  with. 


FOOD  PREMSES  AI®  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 


The  follov7ing  premises  in  the  district  are  subject  to  the  above 
Regulations 


TOTAL 

Pitted  to 
Comply  with 
Re^.  16* 

To  which 
Reg,  19-1- 
applies 

Pitted  to 
Comply  with 
Re^* 19 

Manufacturers  & 
Processors 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

■Wholesale  Grocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

WHOLSSiilE  PREMSBS 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Butchers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Grocers , Provision 
Merchcmts  & General 
Shops 

61 

59 

57 

57 

Soft  Icecream  Depots 

1 

1 ■ 

1 •: 

1 : 

RETAIL  PREMISES 

68- 

66 

64 

64 

Holiday  Camps 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 
& Guest  Houses 

58 

58 

58 

58 

School  Canteens 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Cafes 

16 

15 

16 

16 

Canteens,  Snack  Bars 
& Kiosks 

13 

12 

10 

9 

Church  & Village  Halls, 
& other  Social  Clubs 

9 

6 

9 

6 

CATERING  PREMISES 

119 

114 

116 

112 

■^Regulation  16  relates  to  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities 

and  +Regulation  19  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  washing  of  equipment 
cind  food. 


Modem  food  retailing  is  a rapidly  developing  technology  and  it 
is  seldom  that  frozen  or  dehydrated  foods  reach  the  customer  in  any-  • 
thing  but  perfect  condition.  The  same  cannot,  unfortunately,  be  said 
of  commodities  like  meat  pies,  pasties,  sausages,  etc,,  which  are 
subject  to  rapid  deterioration  and  mould  growth  if  not  correctly  stored 
and  handled.  Most  manufacturers  of  these  meat  commodities  produce 
excellent  codes  of  practice  for  their  retailers  and  if  these  are 
followed  there  is  no  reason  why  the  foods  concerned  cannot  be  sold  in 
perfect  condition.  Prom  the  experience  of  this  department,  however,  it 
seems  that  manufacturers  are  not  as  methodical  as  they  might  be  in 
seeing  that  all  their  retailers  are  issued  with  copies  of  the  codes  of 
practice  and  a number  of  retailers  in  this  area'havG  been  found  who 
did  not  even  know  they  existed.  Careful  stock  rotation  and  observation 
of  the  maximum  shelf  life  recommended  by  the  manufacturer  are  essential 
precautions  when  dealing  with  these  commodities.  One  can  be  very 
critical  of  the  ’’sale  and  return”  system  whereby  van  drivers  take 
back  unsold  food  on  their  next  delivery,  since  the  risk  must  exist 
of  these  returned  foods  being  re-disposed  of  when  they  are  already 
stale.  The  system  has  nothing  to  commend  it  from  a public  health 
point  of  viev7  and  retailers  are  urged  to  only  order  the  amount  of 
food  which  they  know  they  can  sell  within  its  shelf  life. 

305  visits  and  inspections  of  food  premises  x^ere  made  during 
the  year  and  13  informal  notices  served,  as  a result  of  which 
alterations  and  improvements  have  been  secured  at  eight  food  premises. 

Food  Hygiene  (l^iarkets.  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966 

Careful  supervision  has  been  exercised  on  mobile  shops  in  the 
Council’s  district,  and  one  result  of  this  vigilance  is  the  disap- 
pearance from  the  Council's  area  of  vehicles  of  a poor  standard.  In 
all  46  vehicle  inspections  have  been  ca.rried  out,  and  it  has  been 
necessary  to  serve  16  informal  notices  in  respect  of  a total  of  70 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  on  these  vehicles  is  undoubtedly  improving 
but  there  seems  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  proprietors  to  accept 
that  they  require  the  same  standards  as  the  shops  or  stores  from  which 
they  operate.  However,  we  are  winning. 

The  contraventions  found  have  been  generally  remedied  quickly 
and  in  no  case  merited  formal  action.  A summaiy  of  them  is  given 
overleaf: 
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Reflation 


5 

6 

9 

12 


15 

16 


(1) 

(2) 


(3) 

(4) 

17 

18  (a) 
(b) 


(c) 

(d) 
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Contravention 

Unclean  interior  of  vehicle 

Unclean  equipment 

Unclean  overalls 

No  refrigeration  facilities 

No  name  and  address  on  vehicle 

No  supply  of  clean  water 

No  wash-hand  basin 

No  adequate  supply  of  hot  water  to 
basin 

No  towel,  soap  or  nail  brush 
Unclean  wash  basins 
No  first-aid  materials 
No  sink 

No  adequate  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water 

Unclean  sink 

No  supply  of  detergents,  clean  cloths 
etc.  to  sink 

No  receptacle  for  waste’ 


Number 

7 
1 
6 
1 

12 

1 

8 

10 

8 

1 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


70 


68  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  duties 
under  these  Regulations 


Poultry  Processing 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the  district  at  the 
moment,  although  it  is  anticipated  that  one  will  be  established  in  the  coming 
year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations)  1959 

All  milk  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Minis tr3r  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

Dairies  other  than  farm  dairies  are  registered  by  District  Councils,  There 
are  two  in  this  area. 


Dealers  (Distributors)  are  also  registered  by  District  Councils, 
29  on  this  Council's  register. 


There  are 


Licences  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Jlilk  are  issued  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  which  for  this  area  is  the  Dorset  County  Council, 
S:ampling  is  also  done  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  the  results 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  consequently  no  routine 
milk  samples  are  taken  by  this  Department. 

Ice-cream  ~ Food  and  Dinigs  Act,  1955  - Section  16 

Premises  registered: 

For  manufacture  Nil 

For  storage  and/or  sale  79 

Three  ha,ve  been  added  and  one  removed  from  this  register  during 
the  year. 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken,  sixteen  of  which 
failed  to  decolourise  methylene  blue  in  four  hours  and  were  Grade  1 
and  the  other  sample  was  Grade  2. 

Three  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  taken,  the  results  being  as 
follows: 


One  pH  2,5 
One  pH  2.0 
One  pH  3.0 

All  of  these  samples  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Food  Condemnation 

The  surrender  has  been  accepted  during  the  year  of  3cwt.  64  lbs,  14  ozs, 
of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  which  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  or  imsaleable. 

Watercress 

A surveillance  has  been  maintained  on  the  several  watercress  beds 
in  the  district  and  one  small  bed  which  was  allowed  to  deteriorate  has 
been  closed.  Otherwise  producers  in  the  area  have  maintained  their 
good  standards. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one  private  and  one 
serving  Herrison  Hospital,  at  both  of  which  100^  meat  inspection  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year. 
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The  private  slau^terhouse  in  Chickerell  continues  to  reqidre  from  t>70 
to  three  hours  of  an  inspector's  time  daily,  mostly  v/ithin  normal  office  hours 
although  Saturday  morning  slaughter  is  usual  for  a considerable  part  of  the 
year. 

Of  the  diseases  encountered,  tuberculosis  in. cattle  is  now  virtually 
non-existent,  and  in  pigs  the  incidence  continues  at  a low  level.  It  would 
appear,  however,  that  liver  fluke  infestation,  particularly  in  cattle  is  on  the 
increase,  possibly  due  to  two  successive  wet  winters.  The  wastage  of  bovine 
livers  is  accordingly  considerable  and  of  course  those  animals  suffering  a 
chronic  infestation  often  show  serious  loss  of  condition.  Abscesses  are  still 
frequently  found  in  the  livers  of  bovines  but  to  a lesser  degree  in  those  of 
other  animals.  A substantial  proportion  of  the  pigs  slaughtered  in  this  area 
are  affected  to  some  degree  with  pneumonia  but  seldom  sufficiently  seriously 
to  materially  affect  the  condition  of  the  carcase. 

The  slaughter  of  "casualty”  :nimals  always  presents  problems  to  the 
inspector.  Adequate  case  history  is  seldom  available,  the  animal  being  said 
to  be  ”off  its  food”  or  ’’having  difficulty  in  walking”.  Conditions  found  to 
have  been  responsible  for  these  apparently  minor  ailments  have  included 
abscesses  of  the  skeletal  system,  and  acute  septic  pericarditis,  pyaemia, 
septic  metritis  and  other  conditions  which  have  required  total  condemnation 
of  the  carcase  in  question. 

A good  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained  at  the  slau^terhouses. 
There  is  still  some  prejudice  in  the  meat  trade  against  the  use  of  vjater  sprays 
for  washing  down  carcases,  particularly  those  of  Ifimbs,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  spray  used  at  the  private  slaughterhouse  has  contributed  to  the 
cleaner  production  of  carcase  meat. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Meat(  Sterilization)  Regulations  1969 
became  operative  with  a view  to  closing  the  loophole  which  hitherto  existed 
concerning  the  disposal  of  knackers  meat.  The  arrangements  required  by  the 
Regulations  are  working  satisfactorily  in  the  District. 

365  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  during  the  year. 

Knackers  Yards 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district  which  has  been  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Consequent  upon  the  introduction  of  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations 
1969  the  occupier  of  the  premises  has  installed  modern  sterilizing  equipment 
to  deal  with  both  knacker  meat  and  meat  rejected  as  unfit  at  his  slaughterhouse 
in  Dorchester,  and  the  part  of  the  premises  used  for  this  purpose  has  been 
reconstructed  to  a very  high  standard.  The  processed  meat  is  sold  for  pet 
feeding. 
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Meat  Ins-pection  - Statistics  1969 


Cattle 

other 

than 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Numbers  Killed 

835 

719 

171 

1570 

5723 

9018 

Nimibers  Inspected 

835 

719 

171 

1570 

5723 

9018 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

>/hole  Carcasses  condemned 

1 

4 

5 

35 

36 

81 

Carcasses  of  which  parts 

or  organs  condemned 

287 

367 

3 

204 

608 

1469 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  T.B. 
or  Cysticercosis  34.49 

1 

51.59 

4.67 

15.22 

11.25 

17.18 

Tuberculosis  Only 

1^0 le  carcasses  condemned 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

- 

44 

44 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  T.B. 

** 

.76 

CO 

• 

Cysticercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

Carca.sses  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Total  xf eight  of  meat  condemned: 

7 tons.  12 

cwts . 3 

qrs . 23 

lbs,  8 

ozs. 
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HOUSING 


Considerable  time  has  again  been  devoted  to  housing  matters  during  the 

year  and  the  figures  shown  below  indicate  the.  progress  tha.t  has  been  made  in 

the  field  of  unfit  dwellings  repaired,  closed  and  demolished. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation: 

(2)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers: 

(3)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 

with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  or  (b)  the  making  of  demolition  or 
closing  orders : 

(4)  Number  of  informal  notices  served  requiring  the  executi 
of  works: 

(5)  Number  of  houses  which  were  remedied  fit  after  service 


of  formal  notices:  5 

(6)  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made:  4 

(7)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an ' undertaking  was 

accepted  under  Section  16  (4)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 1 8 

(s)  Number  of  houses  demolished  18 


During  the  year  a total  of  1 ,090  inspections  and  visits  were  made  in 
respect  of  duties  under  the  Housing  ^cts  and  26  "under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  in  connection  vrith  housing.  2 complaints  concerning  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions  were  received  and  dealt  with. 

Infomation  concerning  the  number  and  disposition  of  unfit  houses  was 
given  to  the  Surveyor  for  consideration  when  draxfing  up  his  five  year  housing 
programme  which  was  adopted,  "^jith  minor  modifications,  by  the  Council  during 
the  yocir.  Notable  landmcnks  in  the  Council *s  housing  activities  were  the 
completion  in  February  of  the  very  attractive  estate  at  Broken  Cross  and  Symonds 
Court,  Charminster,  comprising  85  dwellings  which  include  two  and  three  bed- 
roomed  houses  and  old  persons  flats  and  bungalows  with  and  xjithout  warden 
service,  and  the  completion  during  the  year  of  the  one- thousandth  house  oxmed  by 
the  Council.  During  the  year  also  the  estates  at  Godmanstone  (ten  dx^ellings), 
Sydling  St.  Nicholas  (four  dwellings)  and  Cheselbourne  (five  dwellings)  were; 
completed,  the  twenty  dwelling  estate  at  Portesham  progressed,  and  a nex\r  estate 
to  comprise  eighteen  dwellings  was  commenced  at  Maiden  Nexfton. 

*.  i 

i Progress  in  the  improvement  of  houses  in  the  village  of  Abbotsbury  has  been 
slow  although  the  Estate,  x\rhich  oxms  the  majority  of  the  properties  there,  has 
almost  completed  its  detailed  survey  with  a view  to  formulating  a positive  policy 
as  to  hov7  best  to  deal  with  the  various  dwellings,  many  of  which  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  economical  improvement. 


6 

28 

14 

48 
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Now  that  the  sewer  is  available  in  Stratton  one  con  reasonably 
expect  impetus  to  be  given  to  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  several 
sub-standard  and  dilapidated  dwellings  there*  A small  numb^^T  of 
dwellings  in  Toller  Porcorum  have  been  improved  and  repaired  during  • 
the  year  but  here  again  main  drainage  is  the  ’’shot  in  the  arm”  needed 
to  encourage  faster  progress. 

The  Sandhills  eyesore  has  been  receiving  attention  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  hamlet  will  be  substantially  tidied  up  in  time  for  my 
next  report. 

On  25th  August,  the  Housing  Act,  1969  became  operative.  This 
important  legislation  provides,  inter  alia,  a fresh  code  for  grant- 
aided  improvement  with  higher  amounts  being  payable,  a code  for  area 
improvement,  a new  system  of  governing  rents  of  private  dwelling-s  which 
have  been  brou^t  up  to  a satisfactory  standard,  and  new  powers  for 
regulating  conditions  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation.  The  substan- 
tially improved  amounts  now  payable- in  grants  are  expected  to  be 
reflected  in  considerably  increased  applications  for  them. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  - Public  Health  Act."  1936  - 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  as  defined  in  Section  255, 
within  the  Council’s  district. 


LAM)  CHARGES  ACT.  1925.  -AS  A^iENDSD  BY 

THE  LAW  OF  PROPERTY  (AMEMDMENT)  ACT.  1926 

500  searches  were  received  during  the  year  for  observations  on 
properties  and  were  dealt  with. 


MOVEABLE  PmLINGS 


(l)  Gypsies  and  other  Itinerants 

Whilst  the  itinerants  in  the  Council’s  district  are  not  numerous 
compared  with  those  in  some  other  pa^rts  of  the  country  they  pose  a 
continual  problem  in  the  area  since  the  number  of  places  where  they  can 
stay  for  even  a few  days  without  causing  complaint  from  landowners  and 
the  general  public  is  continually  decreasing.  This  is  largely  due  to 
their  own  shortcomings  since  they  so  often  leave  a trail  of  litter  and 
unwanted  scrap  metal  behind  tliem  and  incur  the  antagonism  oi  landovjners 
and  occupiers  by  virtue  of  the  damage  they  cause  to  farm  land,  crops 
and  property*  Great  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  keep  a watchful  eye  on  gypsies  and  other 
travellers  and  to  visit  them  wherever  they  have  comped  with  a view  to 
impressing  upon  them  the  need  for  a great  improvement  in  oheir  code  of 
conduct.  , The  approach  has  been  advisory  and  in  no  V7ay  hostile  and  a 
reasonable  relationship  has  been  established  with  them,  as  a 'result 
of  which  I think  it  fair  to  say  that  a considerable  mea^iire  of 


improv6ni6nt  in  tliGir  bGiiaviour  has  b66n  achi6V6d.  On©  cannot  help  bat  f©©! 
soni©  sympathy  for  th©s©  travellers  vhio  are  so  anxious  to  retain  tiieir 
independent  way  of  life  and  yet  find  it  increasingly  difficalt  to  do  so  in 
our  rapidly  changing  society.  Moving  on  a gypsy  family  from  one  point  to 
another  merely  transfers  the  problems  associated  with  them  to  another  area, 
and  in  the  long  run  achieves  nothing  except  frustration  for  the  gypsies. 

The  ultimate  solution  must  be  the  provision  in  various  parts  of  the 
County  of  small  sites  to  which  travelling  families  can  feel  free  to  come  and 
go  as  they  please  or  indeed  on  which  to  settle  pemaiiently  if  they  so  wish. 

My  discussions  witli  local  gypsies  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  majority  of 
them  would  welcome  the  opportunity  of  modifying,  and  in  some  cases  of  giving 
up,  their  nomadic  existence.  This  w^ould  enable  their  children  to  receive 
regular  schooling  and  would  make  available  to  them  many  otner  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  a static  way  of  life,  and  would  be  tiie  first  important  step 
towards  their  possible  eventual  integration  with  society.  It  is  to  oe  hoped 
that  the  County  Council,  in  considering  its  duties  under  Part  II  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  Act  of  1968,  will  make  early  provision  for  such  sites  in  the  area  for 
these  local  families. 


(2)  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,'  I960 

There  are  now  licensed  sites  in  the  area  for  1 ,374  residential,  holiday 
and  individual  caravans  as  , follows:  7 

Number  of  Caravans 


Site 

Touring 

Residential 

Holiday 

Cat tis took 

40 

Chickerell 

44 

Chickerell 

36 

Chickerell 

95 

Chickerell 

. . . 

655 

Chickerell 

22 

Chickerell 

6 

36 

Fleet 

• 50 

Osmington 

35 

Osmington 

2 

76 

Osmington 

20 

Owermoigne 

35 

Rings tead 

40  ' 

Rings tead 

30 

Warmwell 

40 

55 

V/interbome  St,  Martin 

12 

8 

Site  for  Individual  Vans 

29 

8 

56 

1 77 

1,141 
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In  addition  there  are  Certificated  Locations  of  the  Caravan  Club 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  which  are  exempt  from  licensing  at 
Winterbome  St,  Ifertin,  Prampton,  Crossways,  West  Stafford  and  Long 
Bredy. 

During  the  year  increased  licensed  provision  has  been  made  for 
50  touring  caravans  at  Fleet  and  6 at  Chickerell,  and  for  35  static 
holiday  vans  at  Owermoigne, 

(5)  Public  Health  Act^  1936  - Section  269 

During  the  year  the  liconsed  number  of  tents  on  the  site  at 
Bagwell  Farm,  Fleet,  has  been  increased  from  100  to  120.  There  are 
two  licensed  sites  in  Fleet  and  one  in  Chickerell,  each  privately  owned 
and  making  a total  licensed  provision  for  320  tents. 

oOd 

I have  drawn  attention  in  previous  reports  to  the  potentially 
serious  public  health  problem  x^rhich  exists  due  to  the  absence  in  the 
District  of  adequate  licensed  sites  for  tents  and  transit  and  touring 
caravans.  During  the  year  additional  licensed  provision  has  been 
made  for  only  56  touring  caravans  and  20  tents.  There  remains  hope- 
lessly inadequate  licensed  siting  for  the  several  hundred  touring 
caravans  and  estimated  1 ,600  tents  which  are  present  in  the  District 
on  any*  one  day  during  the  peak  holiday  season.  In  July  I submitted  a 
detailed  report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  this  matter  as  a 
result  of  which  an  investigation  is  now  proceeding  at  Officer  level  with 
a view  to  recommending  to  the  Council  the  steps  which  can  best  be  taken 
to  deal  with  the  problem. 

The  residential  caravan  sites  in  the  Coxincil‘s  District  are  all  of 
a high  standard  and  are  well  maintained  by  the  respective  owners. 

307  visits  and  inspections  of  caravans  and  tented  sites  were  made  during 
the  year.  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  eight  informal  notices  all  of 
xfhich  have  been  complied  with.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  one 
licensed  site  at  Chickerell  and  one  unlicensed  site  at  Osmington  Mills 
for  contraventions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act, 

I960  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936 

& 1961  - NUISANCES 

69  complaints  concerning  nioisances  were  received  and  investigated 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  which  112  visits  and  inspections  were 
made.  One  formal  and  13  informal  notices  were  served  all  of  which  have 
been  complied  with  or  were  receiving  attention  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Several  of  the  complaints  under  this  heading  arise  from  neighbourly 
quarrels  which  prove  to  be  little  or  no  concem  of  this  Department  and 
care  is  often  necessary  to  ensure  that  one  is  not  being  used  as  a weapon 
in  an  acrimonious  vendetta  which  has  only  remote  public  health  connotations. 
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The  usual  wide  variety  of  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  and  range 
from  those  concerning  the  garden  soil  of  a Council  house  in  xfhich  only  the 
most  unpalatable  root  crops  can  be  grown  to  the  more  usual  ones  arising 
from  the  keeping  of  animals  including  pigs,  rabbits  and  greyhounds* 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

16  visits  have  been  made  under  this  Act  during  the.  year^ Six  complaints 

were  received,  all  of  vjhich  were  justifiable,  and  include  those  arising  from 
smoke  emissions  due  to  burning  of  refuse  on  a tip  (not  one  for  which  this 
Council  is  responsible]),  a pig-swill  boiling  unit,  the  btiming  of  litter 
from  poultiy  houses  and  the  boiler  at  a factory  premises.  These  were  all 
dealt  with  informally  and  satisfactorily  resolved*  Einission  of  fine  limestone 
dust  to  the  atmosphere  from  a factory  in  the  parish  of  Prome  St.  Quinton 
continues  to  give  cause  for  occasional  complaint*  An  informal  request  has 
been  made  to  the  owners  of  the  plant  to  take  such  steps  as  are  required  to 
prevent  these  emissions  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  result  in  positive 
improvements  during  the  coming  year. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

Noise  in  rural  areas  is  becoming  increasingly  troublesome  due  to  three 
primary  factors,  namely  the  ever  increasing  use  of  machinery  on  farms,  the  .. 
change  in  stock  rearing  methods  tov/ards  intensive  ^sterns  and  the  continuous 
encroachment  of  urban  areas  into  the  rural  districts. 

Noise  is  novf  becoming  a very  real,  if  somewhat  seasonal,  problem  in 
this  rural  area.  It  is  a subject  on  which  feelings  tend  to  run  high  and 
calls  for  a careful  consideration  and  understanding  of  the  other  fellow's 
point  of  view.  If  a harmonious  relationship  is  to  be  preserved  between  the 
present  day  industrialised  farmer  and  his  nei^bours  then  considerable 
thought  needs  to  be  given  to  the  siting  of  noise  producing  equipment  and 
installations  which  are  associated  x>rith  modern  farming  methods* 

A complaint  from  an  occupier  in  Piddlehinton  concerning  noise  from  the 
fan  of  a grain  drier  involved  your  Officers  in  a considerable  amount  of  work. 
Happily  the  farmer  concerned  was  most  helpful  and  co-operative  and  it  is 
believed  that  by  the  combined  efforts  of  all  concerned  the  cause  for 
complaint  has  now  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 
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FACTORIES  ACT>  1961 


Factory  premises  registered  at  coinmencement  of  1969  105 
Premises  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  5 
Premises  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  "3 
Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1969  107 


1 • Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

(1) 

Number' 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2,3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

- • 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by.  the 

Local  Authority 

106 

52 

■ 

- (iii)-  Other  Premises 
in  ^diich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  i 

(excluding  out-  ! 

workers*  premises) 

1 

■ • 

TOTAL  ‘ 

107 

52 

— 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  (Cont'd) 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(5) 

' Refeired 

cases  in 
^ich 

1 

(1) 

' To'H.M," 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

By  H,M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanli- 
ness (s.i),  . 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

-- 

— 

Unreasonable  tem- 
perature (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S,4) 

- 

- 

— 

-• 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  . 

(S.6) 

- 

' — 

— 

- 

S ani t ary  C onven- 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 * 

~ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

- 

-■ 

— 

- 

(c)  Wot  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

An  inlonnal  notice  in  respect  of  this  was  served  in  December. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961  (Cont'd). 

Outeork  (Sections  13'5  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

NATURE 

OF 

WORK 

(1) 

No . of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August  , 
list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l) 
■(c)  - . 

(a 

No,  of 

cases 

of  de- 
fault 
in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Coimcil 

(3) 

No,,  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failing 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4)  - 

No.  of  1 

i 

instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5)  ^ 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making 

etc. 

i 

f 

Cleaning 

f 

1 

; 

; and 
Washing 

s ' 

— 

- 

— 

< 

— 

— 

Nets, 
other 
than 
wire 
nets-  

17 

. 

. 

— 

— 

— - - 

52  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  it  WaS  found  that  the 
general  standard  was  reasonably  good. 
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OFFICES.  SB  OPS  AW  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Registrations  and  Inspections  and  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general 
inspectio  ns 
duilng  year 

No,  of 

persons 

employed 

Offices 

- 

'9 

2 

50 

Retail  Shops 

— 

24 

9 

112 

WliOlesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

1 

2 

1 

15 

Catering  Establish- 
ments Open  to  the 
Public 

1 

16 

7 

148 

Canteens 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

“ 

1 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

2 

52 

20 

328 

Total  Males  105 


Total  Females  229 
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OrjTECES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMSES  ACT,  1963  (Cont'd) 

Ntmiber  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises:  37- 

As  a result  of  inspections  19  contraventions  of  the  Abt  were  found,  as 
follows 


Inadequate  washing  facilities  3 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply  2 

No  thermometer  1 

No  Abstract  of  the  Act  2 

No  First  Aid  materials  1 

Ineffective  lifting  3 

No  proper  ceiling  2 

Equipment  not  clean  1 

Paint  work  not  clean  1 

Insufficient  heating  appliances  1 

Urinal  and  W.C.  entered  directly 

throu^  warehouse  1 

Total  19 


As  a result  of  informal  notices,  15  of  the  above  had  been  complied 
with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  accident  ilas  this  year  been  reported  to  ihe  Local  Authority* 

NATIONAL  ASSISTaITCB  ACT,  1948, . SECTION 50 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  50  of  this  Act. 
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